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Message From Mark
February 2017
It is February and camp is under many feet of snow. The roads are icy
and the buildings and bunks are cold. Not for long though as Micah
2017 is less than five months away! The offseason is going well and we
are happy that our Boys’ Head Counselor, Josh Seidman, has joined our
year round team. We also have welcomed back from maternity leave
Kate Monge who is responsible for this great newsletter.
Camp Micah is a strong community. Once you are a member, you are
part of our family forever. In the following pages you will see all the
simchas that our former campers and staff are experiencing. Weddings,
babies, and some being honored. It is so wonderful to see all the great
social action we did at camp last summer and the many ways in which
Micah families and staff continue to repair the world.
Mike Fusco and our maintenance staff are hard at work replacing nine
more bunk floors and we are adding to our Micah Ninja Warrior course to
make it even better. We also will be upgrading and resurfacing our
skatepark before the start of the summer.
As we are preparing for camp, we ask that you all begin to as well. The
parent and staff handbooks have been sent out and you can get
ahead of the game by filling out your forms and getting us the important
information we need to make this summer successful for each camper
and staff member.

Camp Micah
www.campmicah.com
Winter:
P.O. Box 67414
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
617-244-6540

We look forward to welcoming our 2017 campers and staff to Maine
again this summer.
Enjoy the newsletter!

Mark

Summer:
156 Moose Cove Lodge Rd
Bridgton, ME 04009
207-647-8999

Be sure to “like” Camp Micah on Facebook so you can be
one of the first to hear exciting news!
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Mazel Tov, Micah!
Engagements
We’re excited to announce the engagements of the following former
campers and staff. Stay tuned for their wedding pictures in the future!

Sarah Conroy (Athletic Director 2013 2015, Assistant Program Director 2016)
thrilled us all with the news that she
became engaged to Chris Golden the
weekend before staff orientation began
this summer. Sarah and Chris are
planning an August wedding in the
beautiful state of Maine. We’re hoping a
few of her Micah friends will be able to
sneak away for the night and celebrate
with the happy couple!
Founding camper and former staff
member, Josh Kran (B15 2004, Ropes
Staff 2007, Hiking Staff 2010) is engaged
to his fiancée, Ali! They celebrated their
engagement with family and friends in
August.
Jen Levy, former camper and staff
member (G14 2005, Art Staff 2008 &
2010), became engaged to Sam Jasinski
in May 2016.

Suzanne Bruen (2011 Nurse) also
became engaged in May 2016! She and
her fiancé , John, made things official on
the peak of Camel’s Hump in Vermont.

Sarah Donohoe
(2009 Babysitter)
became engaged to Brian Despres in
November 2016.

Another November proposal...Sylvie
Nelson (2008 - 2010 Dance Staff) said
“yes” in November 2016 to Jeremy
Whitlock.

Weddings
Mazel tov to these Micah newlyweds!

Longtime staff member from 2005 - 2012
who held the positions of Boys’ Head
Counselor, CIT Coordinator, and Head of
Basketball, Scott “Flick” Flickinger
married Laura on June 25, 2016 in
Ithaca, NY.

A Micah Match! Daniel Prager
(founding camper, B15 2004, and staff
member - working four summers
between 2008 - 2013 in woodworking,
scheduling, and special events) and
Leah Kosow (Micah babysitter for 4
summers between 2007 - 2013) were
married on July 20, 2016. Our own Rabbi
Lipof traveled to Vermont to perform
the ceremony this summer. Dan and
Leah first met at Micah in the summer of 2008 and we’re
so excited to add them to the ever-growing list of
couples who found love at Micah!
The Kosow family has had a lot to
celebrate lately (see Leah’s news
above)! Ryan Kosow (2006 Hiking Staff,
2007 Art Staff, and 2008 Critter Unit
Leader) married Lauren in May 2016. As
if that wasn’t enough to smile about,
check out Ryan’s other news on the
next page!
Jason Lipof (general sports 2006)
married Jodi Ram during a beautiful
ceremony in California in September.
Jason, an orthopedic surgery resident,
and Jodi, an internal medicine resident,
are working at a hospital in Rochester,
NY. Mazel tov to the whole Lipof family!
Ashley Mowan (hiking and ropes course
staff in 2011 and 2012) and Jim Hughey
(hiking, boating, Wilderness Team
Leader 2010 - 2012) got married aboard
the Freedom of the Seas on April 3.
Brian “Ralphie” Murphy (founding
camper, B15 2004, 2007 - 2010 football,
soccer, waterski staff) married Leighton
Conley in August 2016. Curious what
Brian’s twin brother, Doug, has been up
to? Keep reading…
The Murphy family had a busy year and
got a lot of use out of their dancing
shoes! Doug “Moose” Murphy (founding
camper, B15 2004, 2007 - 2010, 2012
football and waterski staff, 2014 Micah
in Israel staff) married Steph Dilorio in
October 2016. Doug and Steph recently
bought their first house together!
Zac Rosen (2013 Prowler Unit Leader)
and Brittany Yost (2013 babysitter)
walked down the aisle in May 2016.
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Mazel Tov, Micah!
Maria Gillis (2013 Softball Staff)
welcomed her first son, James, in April
2006.

Babies
We are so excited to introduce you all to the newest members of
the Micah family.

There will be another Micah Mini around
camp this summer! Assistant Director,
Kate (Mikesh) Monge, and her husband,
Steve (former Assistant Director and
returning to camp as the Food Service
Manager after a summer away)
welcomed Isaac Charles to the family at
12:04am on September 23, 2016. Isaac
weighed in at 8lbs 12oz and was 21.75
inches long. Big brother Ethan patiently awaited Isaac’s
arrival, as he made his grand entrance a bit later than
expected! Isaac is excited to join the club of babies whose
parents met at Micah!

Siobhan Wiggans (2005 & 2006 Head of
Photo) and Walter Forsyth expanded
their family with the addition of baby
Saiorse in May 2016! With a big sister like
Sage, Saiorse is sure to have a lot of fun!
Naomi (Kaye) Honova (2007 & 2008
Drama Staff) and Jan Hon welcomed
Ezra Jan Gershon Hon to the family in
Munich, Germany on July 22, 2016. Ezra
was 6lbs, 9oz and 19 inches long.
Sydney (Anderson) Krispin (2008 Head of
Gymnastics) and her husband, Matan,
welcomed baby Ella at the end of this
past summer.

Kate wasn’t the only one trying to stay
cool and rested this past summer in the
Micah office. Sophie Handrahan (2015 2016 Office Staff) and Luke Erickson
welcomed their first child, Charlotte Mae
Erickson, on October 20, 2016 at 11:13am.
Charlotte weighed in at 8lbs 9oz and
measured 21.5 inches long.

Katie Pease (2008 & 2009 Head of
Basketball, 2010 Prowler Unit Leader)
gave birth to Ellington in August. Katie,
her partner Angela, and Ellington are
enjoying their first winter in Boston as a
family of three!
Courtney and Jeff Wexler (2002 Summit
Unit Leader, 2007 Micah in Israel Staff)
welcomed their second daughter,
Scarlett Sara, on June 6, 2016.

Introducing Zoe Paige...the latest baby to
be born to parents who met at Micah!
Evan (multi-year head of baseball
through 2006) and Ali (Hirsch) Most (2006
drama staff) welcomed a new member
to the family! Born on November 29, 2016
at 2:04pm, Zoe weighed 7lbs, 7oz and
measured 21 inches long. Big brother Charlie is totally
smitten and excited to share his spirit of the Gold Team!

Maggie (Raines) Slay (2006 Waterski
Staff) had a baby girl on September 27,
2016. Laney Jane joins big brother Ford
in this happy family!

Gretl (Kresmer) (2006 - 2010 drama staff,
Performing Arts Team Leader, and CIT
Coordinator)
and
Scott
(Crook)
Krooksmer (2002 - 2010 Critter and Timber
Unit Leader), who met and fell in love at
Micah, became parents to Winnifred
Gwen (Winnie) in June 2016! Winnie joins
big brother Hobson in this camp loving family.
Kason (2004 - 2007 Head of Ropes and
Wilderness Team Leader) and Jen
(Rockwell) O’Neil (2004 - 2007 basketball,
softball, and ropes staff) have added yet
another boy to the family in July 2016!
Baby Ellis joins big brothers Ari and Zaylen.
A family of five sounds like a pretty great
basketball team to us!
The Kosow family keeps having more
reasons to show up in the Micah
newsletter! Ryan Kosow (2006 Hiking Staff,
2007 Art Staff, and 2008 Critter Unit
Leader) and his wife, Lauren, welcomed
Elliot Oliver James to the family on
January 20, 2017. Big brother Atticus is
excited to show him the ropes.

Just in time to make this newsletter, Doug
Schulkin (2006 lacrosse and swim
instructor), his wife, Rory, and big brother
Parker, welcomed baby Skylar to the
family on February 3, 2017 at 1:34am!
Puppies
Some of our families that live at camp for the summer are done
having babies, but they’re expanding their families in other
ways. We’re happy to introduce this summer’s new furry friends!

Moxie
Churwin

Loona
Sokoloff

Micah
Kaminsky Wadness

If you have big news or a lifecycle event you want to
share with the Micah Community? Email Kate Monge
(kate@campmicah.com) and send pictures!
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Micah News
In December, The Anti-Defamation
League released it’s list of the Top 10
Most Inspirational Moments of 2016. Our
own Averi Kaplowitch (G14 2015, CIT
2017) made the list! If you’d like to
watch a video that the ADL created
about Averi and her friend, Olivia,
search YouTube for “ADL Makes a
Difference”
New England Teens React to Swastika on
Social Media
When two Jewish students at Marblehead High
School noticed a Snapchat image of pennies
arranged in the shape of a swastika posted by a
fellow student, they could have ignored it or simply
shrugged it off as a sick prank. Instead, they took
action. Sophomores Averi Kaplowitch and Olivia
Schauer brought the incident to the attention of
their parents, school administrators, the local
police department and to ADL. Once the
immediate incident was dealt with, the teens
played a role in an effort to bring anti-bias training
back to the school. The students were initially
concerned that they would face retaliation from
students who might see them as snitches. But
instead, many students told them their actions had
set an example for their own behavior.
On November 16, 2016, Alanna
Margulies (G14 2015, CIT 2017) was
honored with the Northern New Jersey
Region of FJMC’s Youth of the Year
Award at Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael in
Springfield, NJ.

On January 28, Combined Jewish
Philanthropies honored their 2017 Chai
in the Hub honorees! Shari Churwin
(f oundi ng a d mi ni strat or , f or mer
Program Director) was one of 18 under45ers who are doing amazing things
personally and professionally to better
Great Boston’s Jewish community.
Max Goldman (B15 2013), a survivor of
T-Cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia, is
running in the Jerusalem Marathon to
raise money for Chai Lifeline and Camp
Simcha. We encourage you to read his
profile page on his team’s donation site
and consider contributing to this
fantastic cause. We are so proud of Max and all his does
to support children going through cancer treatment!
https://teamlifelineisrael.rallybound.org/max

Gallery 302 Art Awards
Each summer, Sue, our Creative Arts Team Leader, coordinates
camper entries into an art exhibition at a local Bridgton gallery
over Visiting Day Weekend. She shared the following news with
us about the 2016 award winners at Gallery 302 in Bridgton,
Maine.
We are pleased that the following Micah Campers were
uniquely honored by Gallery 302. We laud the high quality of
artwork that the 2016 campers produced this summer. We are
so proud of all our exhibitors and of ALL of our campers who
take risks and explore the visual arts!

Shoshana Blumenfeld
4th Place
Ages 12-17
Relief Sclupture

Brian Borghesani
Honorable Mention
Ages 12-17
Metal

Shira Gamson
2nd Place
Ages 12-17
Metal

Maya Golden
2rd Place
Ages 12-17
Relief Sculpture

Ezra Goldstein
1st Place
Ages 6-11
Ceramic

Lila Goldstein
4th Place
Ages 12-17
Relief Sculpture

Heather Grossman
2nd place
Ages 12-17
Relief Sculpture

Bode Iris
1st Place
Ages 12-17
Metals

Alex Land
1st Place
Ages 6-11
Relief Sculpture

Sydney Lipof
2nd Place
Ages 12-17
Relief Sculpture

Chloe Norris
2nd Place
Ages 6-11
Relief Sculpture

Ben Rigney-Carroll
3rd Place
Ages 12-17
Metal

Doug Sandler
2nd Place
Ages 12-17
Ceramic

Sarah Schwartz
1st Place
Ages 12-17
Relief Sculpture

Teresa Martinez-Laredo
1st Place
Ages 12-17
Wood Sculpture

Art Staff member, Emily Silver, holding this year’s relief sculpture gallery submission.

Winter Edition 2017

Page 5

Micah in Action, Social Action!
In keeping with the Camp Micah philosophy and tikkun
olam, our camp community supports a social action
focus each summer. This past summer, Camp Micah and
our Summit Mitzvah Makers focused on cancer
awareness and research. As we do every year, we asked
that our families pack an item or two for us to collect. This
year, we supported the Blum Pediatric Resource Room at
the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston by collecting
items for their pediatric patients. After delivering a giant
box of items for their hair loss cart and over $1,000 in gift
cards for patient families, we received a lovely thank you
note from the organization:
Dear Camp Micah,
Thank you so much for your
generous donation of hair
loss cart items and gift
cards to The Jimmy Fund
Clinic! With your wonderful
donation of gift cards and
hair loss cart items, our
patients will be able to
have some fun with their new look. They will be able
to try on these new items, or purchase a new head
piece to best fir their style - making treatment a bit
more bearable.
Making these kids smile during treatment is what my
job in clinic is all about. Thank you for helping me
spread smiles throughout clinic!
Kind regards,
Martha Young, MS, CCLS
Program Manager Patient and Family Education
Dana-Farber/Boston Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders

In addition to the items
collected at camp this
summer,
Micah
continued our support
of
Dana-Farber
by
creating a team to
participate
in
their
S e p te mb er
Bo s t on
Marathon Jimmy Fund
Walk.
Team
Micah
raised over $5,000 of
the $8.6 million total for
this year’s walk. We
plan to walk again in 2017 and hope you’ll join us!
A big thank you to our very enthusiastic and creative
group of Summit Mitzvah makers who helped take the
lead on so many of our community service projects even coming up with a new way to raise money for
charity this summer by holding a premiere parking
auction for Visiting Day! This auction raised nearly $1,800
for our Jimmy Fund Walk team!

At Camp Micah, we don’t just talk about doing our part
to repair the world - we go out there and do it! Below is a
recap of some of the projects that our community took
on this summer.
Alex's Lemonade Stand
Alex would be very happy to know that Camp Micah
continues to carry on her legacy. Alex was diagnosed
with neuroblastoma, a type of childhood cancer. She
had a lemonade stand when she was four years old to
help other sick children. She died when she was only
eight years old. Her parents set up this inspirational
foundation in honor of Alex who dreamed of helping
doctors find a cure for cancer. Thank you for helping us
with our lemonade stand on Visiting Day. We raised more
than $330.
Project Linus
Over the past several years, we have been making
blankets for this worthy cause. There are hundreds of
chapters throughout the United States that make
homemade blankets and distribute them. These blankets
are given to comfort children who are seriously ill,
traumatized by some event in their lives, or otherwise in
need. We added another 60 blankets from Camp Micah
to the 5.7 million blankets that have been made
nationwide. Our blankets are distributed locally in Maine.
Bridgton Health Center
Our campers have continued to volunteer to spend time
with elderly residents at the local senior center in
Bridgton. We share cheer and conversation. We lead
Bingo, we sing with the residents, we play twister as the
residents look on. This year, for the first time, we were
invited to join the residents for a musical performance
and we even played charades. Bringing smiles to the
residents for the short time we are there, makes them
forget about their troubles. They hear about the residents’
children, lives, and they get to talk about themselves. The
campers always leave with the understanding that they
made a difference in the residents’ lives for the time we
were there.
Other Social Action Activities
We assembled soup jars to donate to Community Kettle,
the local organization that gives meals to the those in
need in the area. We made cards and baked cookies for
the local firefighters and police officers. We made
coloring books for the emergency room in the Bridgton
Hospital. We made dog biscuits for the local animal
shelter.
Your hearts would fill with pride to watch our campers
give some of their time to help others. As we all know
who work with your children, we have an incredible,
giving group of campers in our Micah community!
We would like to, once again, thank Sondra Kaminsky for
her tireless efforts and commitment to Social Action. The
amount our campers and staff gain from her each
summer is truly immeasurable!
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Summer ‘16 Reunion

Thanks, Micah!

On Sunday, January 8, nearly
200 Micah campers and staff
members braved the winter
weather to attend the summer
2016 reunion at Launch
Trampoline Park in Norwood, MA.

This summer, we asked
families to pack donations to
support the Blum Pediatric
Resource Room at the DanaFarber Cancer Institute in
Boston. In the Camp Micah community, our
commitment to social action doesn’t end
when we leave Maine! As campers entered
the reunion this year, they brought with them
markers, crayons, and colored pencils to
donate. Jodi and Kate hand delivered the
items, as well as the hundreds of dollars in gift
cards, to the Resource Room a few days after
the reunion. The organization was so thankful
for the many items we were able to donate.
Thank you to all the families who participated
in supporting this worthy cause!

The new venue was a welcome
change! Kids came ready to
bounce and play the arcade
games. As much fun as the
activities were, the true purpose
of this gathering is for everyone
to catch up. Campers traveled
from as far away as
California to get
their winter fix of
Micah! Our youngest guest, the
newest Micah Mini - Isaac Monge,
slept through most of the festivities
but promises to be a bit more fun
once camp rolls around.
As usual, Mark gave his “State of
Micah” address. There was even
a semi-formal dance “proposal”
by one of our summit girls. When
it was time to leave, the
campers were so
excited
to
receive their new
Micah
04009
winter hats as a parting gift.
We would like to thank all of those who
attended this year’s reunion. We know it seems
far away but summer will be here soon!

It was the highlight of my week to finally
meet you both and walk around campus
together. Thank you so much for being
such kind friends to Dana-Farber and
inspiring the next generation of thoughtful,
dedicated, philanthropists. I love what you
both do and stand for. Truly.
Thank you again!
Megan Barrows
Assistant Director, Annual Giving
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
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H-A-Double P-Y...your birthday’s
here so don't be shy!
January: David Adler, Zoe Adler, Taylor Barron, Nadav Berkman, Jordan Caracoglia, Matthew Drooker, Hannah
Duston, Sofia Egol, Isaac Feinberg, Sam Gerrie, Chloe Ginsberg, Drew Ginsberg, Noah Glassman, Ella Goddess,
Abby Gurevich, Noa Hart, Mallory Herron, Riley Herron, Alex Land, Ryan Leif, Jake Messinger, Jennifer
Moscovitch, Andy Moss, Sofia Mukamal, Zane Mukamal, Alec Nevins, Hayes Pollard, Ari Reith, Jameson Rose,
Benjamin Rosenzweig, Jake Rossow, Zachary Sickles, Justin Silver, Alana Siskind, Noah Stanton, Eva Stern, Tyler
Turetsky, Josh Wecker, Noah Weinberg, Danielle Wolk
February: Ella Arovas, Noah Berkson, Brian Borghesani, Calvin Bumby, Benjamin Cohn, Harry Coulthard, Ariana
Defranc, Estelle Feinberg, Lanie Fineman, Gefen Finn, Morgan Fusco, Josh Gans, Morgan Goldberg, Maya
Golden, Jeremy Jacobson, Noah Jacobson, Adam Joseph, Jacob Kapusta, Erica Kleeman, Jesse Krassin,
Roman Littmann, Ben Noe, Jayla Odorczuk, Vivian Ostfeld, Julia Patkin, Marin Pearlstein, Arielle Rabinovitz, Alexa
Roos, Sarah Schwartz, Rachel Shatz, Sophie Shnayderman, Dan Simmons, Dava Sitkoff, Jared Sokoloff, Olivia
Syat, Ben Wecker, Zach Weiner
March: Eva Berkson, Max Butterfass, Simone Caplan, Naomi Checoury, Layla Cheifetz, Claudia Coplein, Ashley
Davidson, Noah Disick, Alex Egol, Eli Falkson, Jenna Farber, Dillon Frechette, Shira Gamson, Josh Gilligan, Lila
Goldstein, Noah Grossman, Danielle Grosswald, Haley Hirsch, Kendall Huot, Zoe Kalish, Noah Kleinlehrer, James
Lappin, Alanna Margulies, Cassidy McGoldrick, Mark Morton, Jacob Nevins, Jacob Noe, Emmy Nollman, Sophia
Ofer, Zachary Philip, Ethan Rosensweig, Phoebe Rudnick, Gabe Samuels, Chad Schuster, Zak Schwartz, Emily
Silver, Carly Sofro, Martyna Szukala, Madison Talcoff, Zachary Vincent, Sue Woron

Stay Connected
“Like” Camp Micah on
Facebook to keep up to
date on exciting news
and important info.

Follow @campmicah
on Twitter during the offseason and throughout
the whole summer.

Follow campmicah04009
for great throwback pics
and
amazing
shots
throughout the year.

Welcome New Micah Campers!
Talia Arovas
Gideon Barer
Ike Baumal-Bardy
Louie Baumal-Bardy
Miles Baumal-Bardy
Nadia Belfort
Eva Berkson
Jadon Berkson
Mitchell Breakstone
Alexis Bregman
Amanda Davis
Ella Davis

Broderick Disick
Sam Disick
Leah Eisner
Eli Falkson
Jenna Farber
Ella Finegold
Sophie Finkelstein
Nathaniel Finn
Eli Gaffin
Matthew Gladstone
Will Gladstone
Julia Glick

Max Glick
Spencer Gottlieb
Zachary Gottlieb
Micha Grossman
Noah Grossman
Lea Gruen
Nate Hadas
Sophie Hadas
Ella Harlev
Haley Hirsch
Noah Holden
Sophia Kahan

Zoe Kalish
Jacob Kapusta
Ella Klebaner
Jacob Lawrence
Ethan Levin
Oliver Levitt
Michelle McPadden
Lily Moskoff
Zane Mukamal
Abigail Neu
Theo Nistler
Alex Nollman

Trevor Ostfeld
Vivian Ostfeld
Dilan Payne
Lucy Pearlman
Zachary Philip
Isaac Popell
Nick Possick
Charles Prenaveau
Gabe Raley
Zach Raley
Mack Rottenberg
Charlotte Rubin

Judah Rubin
Phoebe Rudnick
Amalia Rysman
Julia Schiffrin
Jonah Sher
Dylan Smits
Rebecca Smits
Eli Sokoloff
Jacob Tubman
Zachary Weiner

Important reminders
For 2017 camp families

·

For current camp families and staff, it’s time to get started on your forms and paperwork for the summer of 2017! Read through
the entire 2017 Handbook, available by logging into the Camp Micah website, to familiarize yourself with all the new policies for
the coming summer and to review your preparation checklist. Please ensure that all of your required forms are submitted by
May 1st. Current families should be sure to register with CampMeds (if applicable) and Camp Trucking. Please contact the
office with any questions.

·

We have just a few open spaces for the coming summer (specifically rising 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade girls and boys). Enrollment
changes happen regularly so if you have friends or relatives that are interested in attending Micah this summer, they should call
the camp office (617-244-6540) to check on availability right away.

·

We are in the middle of our staff hiring season and have a few key positions still available. If you know of a college-aged (or
older) potential counselor that you think would be a great fit for the Micah community, please have them contact the camp
office or complete an online staff application on our website.

·

Want to be mentioned in our next newsletter? Send updates on your own social action projects, lifecycle events, and other
newsworthy items to kate@campmicah.com. Don’t forget to include some pictures!

